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Fairness and Freedom: the video

Thecomplexity and mystiqueof thecourt systemexiststoinsurethat all partiesbrought tothecourt system
receivefairtrestment.

Thisvideotape," FairnessandFreedom™ , will explainthecourt systemthroughahypothetical case
involving carelessdriving. Muchof theinformation presentedinthevideotapeisconsideredinmoredetail inthe
lessonsthat follow. Thevideotapemight beused asanintroductiontothecourt systemor asaway of review-
inginformationlearnedthroughthiscurriculum.

Thiscurriculumisnot dependent ontheuseof thevideotape.

Students will:
1. Understand thefunctionof thecourtsinresol ving conflict.
2. Know thedifferencebetweencriminal andcivil cases.

3. Understandthestepsinatrial.

Materials needed: Copy of “ FairnessandFreedom,” video availablefromtheMinnesota
Center for Community Legal Education.

Time needed: 1 classperiod
Grade levd: Grades5-12
Procedure:

1. Beginthelessonby asking studentsto brainstormall that they know about courtsandtrials. Recordfor
later reference.

2. Ask studentstoidentify questionsthat they have.
3. Play videotape. Theprogramrunsappoximately 25minutes.

4. Near theend of thevideotape, thejury for thetrial will retiretodecideaverdict. Thispresentsan
excellent opportunity tostop thetapeand ask studentstovoteguilty or not guilty. Discussthereasonsfor their
verdicts.

5. Compl etethevideotape. Attheend of theprogram, thedefendant will beservedwithasummonsand

complaintforanothertrial. Atthispoint, itisexplainedtothedefendant that hecompleted thecriminal trial but

isnow subjecttoacivil lawsuit. Takethisopportunity toexplaintothestudentsthedifferencebetween criminal
andciviltrids.
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Procedur econt.

Criminal trial sresult when aperson hasbeen accused of criminal behavior by anagent of thestate(city
attorney, county attorney, attorney general). Criminal behavior meansthat thepersonischargedwith breaking
alawthatisacrime. TheMinnesotaL egislaturewritesmany lawsevery year. Only afew of theselawsresult
incriminal actionwhenthey arenot obeyed. Characteristicsof acrimina statuteinclude: stateagentwill
prosecute (instead of acitizen), possiblepenaltiesincludejail or prisontime, andthestatutecallsthebehavior a
crime.

Thesamebehavior orincident mightresultinbothacriminal trial andacivil trial. Thestatewill charge
thedefendant withacrimeandwill seek afineor imprisonment (criminal case), and theinjured party will sue
thedefendant for damages(civil case). Inthecaseinthevideo, thedefendant ischarged withthecrimeof
recklessdrivingandischargedwithdestroyingthecoupl € sproperty.

6. Review thebrainstormand student questions. Wasany of their knowledgeincorrect? Wereany of the
guestionsanswered?
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