Fairness & Freedom:

Courts as a Forum for Justice State vs. Jesse Sunderson

CRIMINAL MOCK TRIAL
DISTRICT COURT

State of Minnesota, )
Prosecutor )

)

VS. )
)

Jesse Sunderson, )
Defendant )

FACTS

On January 7, 1987 at 1 p.m. many firecrackers exploded in an empty locker at Jefferson
School, causing great damage to the lockers and the walls. Luckily, no one wasinjured.
Mr. Stuart, the assistant principal, searched the other lockers and found more firecrackers
in alocker assigned to Jesse Sunderson. Jesse has been charged with possession of
firecrackers and damage to property.

ISSUES: Did the firecrackers belong to him and did he put them into the empty locker?
DEFENSE: Jessewill try to provethat heisavictim of retaliation. Because he informed

Coach Price about the use of alcohol by two students, Jesse believes the two students
planted the firecrackersin hislocker.
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WITNESSSTATEMENTS

Prosecution Withesses

Leslie Suart, Asst. Principal
Mickey Price, coach

Ledie Stuart, Assistant principal

| havebeentheassi stant principal at Jefferson School since1979. Beforethat | wasasocial studies
teacher at OlsenHighschool.

OnJanuary 7,1987 | wascalledtothewest wing after an expl osionwhich damagedthelockersandthe
walls. | looked over thedamageand quickly decidedthat | hadto makecertainthat therewereno more
firecrackersinthelockersso | used my master key to openthelockers. Inlocker 6331 foundalargegrocery
bag full of unexplodedfirecrackers. | took thefirecrackerstomy officeandlooked up thestudent assignedto
locker 633. Thestudent wasJesse Sunderson. | thencalledthepolice.

Mickey Price, the coach

| have been acoach at Jeffersonfor thelast threeyears. Jesse Sundersonison my soccer team. | hada
meetingwith Jesse’ sparentsand Jesseaweek ago. | explained that Jessewasbei ng suspended formtheteam
becauseof poor grades. Theschool hasapolicy that all athletesmust maintainaB-averageto play inschool
sports. Jesse' saveragehasslippedto C-. Jessebecamevery angry and complainedthat it wasn’tfair to
suspendoneplayer for poor grades, whileother playerscoul d keep playing eventhoughthey wereusing
alcohol. Upon questioning, Jessegavemethenamesof two other playerswhohavesince, after muchinvestiga-
tion, al sobeen suspended.
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WITNESSSTATEMENTS

Defense Withesses

Jesse Sunderson, Defendant
Erin/Aaron Thompson, classmate

Jesse Sunderson, the defendant

| did not plant thefirecrackersintheempty locker, and | havenoideahow thefirecrackersgotinto my
locker. | amagood student, | participateinsportsand musicactivities, and | haveapart-timejob delivering
newspapers.

| usually get alongwiththestudentsat Jefferson. Except at themoment, acoupleof kidsarevery angry
withmefor tellingthecoachthat they drink beer. | toldonthembecausel didn’ tthink it wasfair to punishme
for breaking aruleand not punishothers. | heardthemtell someother kidsthat they would* get back at me!” |
think they might haveplanted thefirecrackersinmy locker.

Erin Thompson, a classmate

| amaseventh grader at Jefferson. | amamember of theMarching Band. | likeschool alot and spend
most of my timeworkingonmy computer or talkingwithmy best friend.

| have alocker next to one of thekidswho was suspended from the soccer team. | heard the student
blaming Jessefor al hisproblems. | alsosaw thisstudent with somefriendswalkingdownthehall inthewest
wing afew secondsbeforetheexplosion. | wasonmy way totheofficeto meet my older brother whowas
takingmetotheorthodontist.
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INSTRUCTIONSTO THE JURY

The prosecution must set out such a convincing case against the defendant
that the jury believes “beyond a reasonable doubt” that the defendant is guilty.

THELAW

609.595 DAMAGETOPROPERTY

Aggravated criminal damagetoproperty.
Whoever intentionally causesdamageto physical property of another without thelatter’ sconsent may be
sentenced toimprisonment for not morethanfiveyearsor to payment of afineof not morethan $10,000, or
bothif thedamagetotheproperty caused areasonably foreseeablerisk of bodily harm.

624.21 SALEAND USE OF FIREWORKSPROHIBITED.
Except asotherwiseprovidedin sections624.20t0624.25, it shall beunlawful for any personto offer
for sale, exposefor sale, sell at retail, or wholesal e, or useor explodeany fireworks.
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