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Fairness & Freedom:

Courts as a Forum for Justice State vs. Alli

Criminal Mock Trial
District Court

State of Minnesota, )
Prosecutor )

)

VS. )
)

Alli, )
Defendant )

FACTS

There has been in increase in drug abuse at Jackson School. Three students were
recently caught possessing large amounts of marijuanaand other drugs with intent to sell
to other students. They are currently being held in ajuvenile detention center.

The school administrators hired an investigator to look into the problem. The investi-
gator, Norman Tilman, decided random searches of lockers and student bel ongings would
reduce the problem.

Mr. Tilman performed the searches for many days and found no signs of drugs. On
Tuesday, April 22, Mr. Tilman began another search. The lockers, backpacks, and
purses of ten students were searched. Matt and Alli were two of the students whose
belongings were searched. Mr. Tilman searched Alli’s backpack which she had purchased
at agarage sale on Saturday, April 19. Mr. Tilman found asmall amount of marijuanain a
zippered compartment on the inside of the backpack. Alli claimsto know nothing about
the marijuana. Sheisnow being charged with possession of marijuana, aviolation of
Minnesotalaw.

ISSUE: Didthe marijuanain Alli's backpack belong to her?

DEFENSE: Alli purchased the backpack from people who had been known to use
marijuanainthepast. Alli claimsthe marijuanamust have been placed in the backpack
before she purchased it and that she knows nothing about it.
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WITNESSSTATEMENTS

Prosecution Withesses

Mr. Tilman, Pl.
Matt, classmate
Sandy, science partner

Mr. Tilman, Private | nvestigator

| havebeenaprivateinvestigator for tenyears. Beforethat, | wasapoliceofficer for sevenyears. Inthe
lastfiveyears, | haveworked withmany schoolsintryingto solvethedrug problems. | recommendedtothe
administratorsat Jackson School to start searchingthelockersand student belongings. | believethishel psto
reducethedruguseintheschools.

OnApril 22,1 wassearchingtenstudents' lockersand belongings. When| reached Alli’ sbackpack, |
foundasmall amount of marijuanainazippered compartment intheinsideof thebackpack. Itwasagood
placeto hidethemarijuana, becausetheinsidecompartmentishardto seeand| almost missedit. | asked Alli if
themarijuanawashers. Shesaid shedidn’t know anything about thestuff. Shewasvery embarrassed.

Matt, classmate

| wasoneof theten studentsinthesearch. Mr. Tilmanwent through my locker and my backpack before
hesearched Alli’ sthings. | wasstanding nextto Alli. Sheseemed nervouswhenMr. Tilman started thesearch.
| saw Mr. Tilman pull themarijuanaout of Alli’ sbackpack. Shesaid“ Ohno!” andthensaid shedidn’t know
anythingaboutit.

| havebeengoingto school with Alli sincel movedtothiscity four yearsago. Asfar asl know, Alli has
never beenintrouble. Shehasafew friendswho getintotrouble, but she’ sagoodkid.

Sandy, science partner

| amAlli’ ssciencepartner. Wedoall of our experimentstogether. Recently, Alli hasn’ t beencompl eting
her partsof theassignments. Sheblamesitonall of theother school activitiessheisinvolvedin. | think shehas
someother problems. Sheseemsconfusedwhensheisinclass. Infact, last week, shemadesomemistakesin
achemistry experiment which caused asmall explosion. Noonewashurt and therewasno damage, but | was
pretty scared. Alli and| havebeenfriendsfor alongtime.
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WITNESSSTATEMENTS

Defense Withesses

Alli, defendant
Rob, Alli’'s cousin
Ms. Swanson, band director

Alli, defendant

| know nothing about themarijuanathat wasfoundinmy backpack on April 22. | purchased theback-
pack at agarage saleon Saturday, April 19. Thesalewasat the houseof agroup of adultswho havelived
theresincethey graduatedfromcollegein 1976. | went tothesalewithmy cousin, Rob, wholivesnext door to
thehouse. Thebackpack wasingood shape, and very cheap, so| boughtit. | never dreamedit would get me
intothismuchtrouble.

| amagoodkid. | havenever beenintroublebefore, except for being asked toleaveclassbecausel was
talkingtoomuch. I aminvolvedinlotsof extraactivities. | amonthedanceline, play clarinetintheband, and
amamember of thegirlstrack team. | work parttimeat aneighborhood grocery store.

Rob, Alli’s cousin

| waswith Alli when shebought thebackpack. Wefoundit at agarage salenext door tomy house. The
houseisowned by abunch of adultswhousedtobe*” hippies.” | remember whenthey hadlotsof very loud
partiesthat would end whenthepolicecameto break themup. Oncemy momhelped oneof themenfix the
lawnmower andthey offered her somemarijuanaasathank you.

My cousinnever getsintotrouble. Shedoesn’tusedrugs.

Ms. Swanson, band director

| anthebanddirector. | havehad Alli inmy musicclassandinthebandfor several years. Sheisvery
talented and hardworking. Shespendsmuch of her freetimepracticingwithafew of theother students. | have
noticedrecently that sheseemsabit distracted, but that’ snormal inthespring. | don’ tthink Alli usesdrugs.
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INSTRUCTIONSTO THE JURY

The prosecution must set out such a convincing case against the defendant
that the jury believes “beyond a reasonable doubt” that the defendant is guilty.

THELAW

Itisapetty misdemeanor to possessor giveaway asmall amount of marijuana. Thelaw definesasmall amount
of marijuanaas42.5gramsor less. For thefirst offense, thecourt may finetheperson upto $200and require
himor her toparticipateinadrugrehabilitation program.

Minn. Stat. 152.01, Subd. 16 (1988)
Minn. Stat. 152.15, Subd. 2, CI.5(1988)
Minn. Stat. 609.0331 (1988)
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